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National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts
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Brief Introduction to Departments
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Jingju Dept.

The Jingju Dept. is the most distinctive department at NACTA. It primarily
cultivates the talents of Jingju performance and musicianship to a high standard.
Within the Jingju Dept., Jingju Performance, and Jingju Instrumental Musicianship
are the two majors at NACTA that have been around the longest, and are the most
distinctive and influential majors amongst Xiqu schools nationwide. Jingju

Performance has been named "Featured Major" both nationally and locally in Beijing,
Jingju Instrumental Musicianship has been named "Featured Major" in Beijing.
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Performing Arts Dept.

The Performing Arts Dept. primarily cultivates talents for Kunqu and local
genres of theatre. It brings an academic focus to three elements of the Global
Immaterial Cultural Heritage, and scores of National Immaterial Cultural Heritage
types of Xiqu, at the graduate and undergraduate levels. The former three are Kunqu
(Kun Opera), Yueju (Cantonese Opera), and Zangxi (Tibetan Opera), while the latter
list contains Yuju (Henan Opera), Jinju (Shanxi Opera), Yueju (Primarily Zhejiang,
Yue Opera), Huangmeixi (Primarily Anhui, Huangmei Opera), Liyuanxi (Primarily
Fujian, Liyuan Opera), Minju (Fuzhou, Taiwan, Min Opera), and Qinqgiang (Shaanxi,
Qin Vocal Realm).
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Directing Dept.

The Directing Dept. was established in 1979. Teachers in the Directing Dept.
have won the Silver Bear Award at the Berlin International Film Festival, and the
Wenhua Award at the China Arts Festival. Works directed and performed by our
students have been on tour in many places throughout China. Additionally, the
Directing Dept. jointly developed the living theatre, Ballet and film production with
Maryland University (Washington D.C.), University of the Arts, Zurich (Switzerland,
AKA Ziircher Hochschule der Kiinste ZHdK), and the Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art (RADA).
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Music Dept.
The Music Dept. was established in 1984. It is also an affiliated unit of the



Society of Chinese Xiqu Music Studies. The Xiqu Composition major is a special
major in a leading position, and has cultivated an unprecedented amount of talent in
the field of Xiqu composition. The Music Dept. has rich teaching resources, and in
addition to accomplishing its academic mission with high standards, it undertakes
many musical composition missions for nationally broadcast evening variety shows,
newly adapted Xiqu performances, and television shows. It has great influences
within the realm.
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Stage Design Dept.

The Stage Design Dept. was established in 1979. It forms an important base
on which to cultivate young talents for stage arts in China. The Stage Design Dept.
builds many bases for academic practice with great national theatres and Stage Design

entrepreneurship, and builds stable academic collaborative relationships with many
internationally distinguished theatrical academies and universities.
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Xiqu Literature Dept.

The Xiqu Literature Dept. was established in 1980. It has abundant scientific
research, and has showcased hundreds of Xiqu and film and television scripts on stage
and on screen. Additionally, The Xiqu Literature Dept. has frequent interactions with
many art academies and universities in and out of China. The Xiqu Literature Dept.

invites renowned scriptwriters and scholars in and outside of China to teach and give
lectures at regular intervals.
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New Media Arts Dept.

The New Media Arts Dept. was established in 2006. It emphasizes the organic
combination of Xiqu culture and national artistic traditions with design and new
media arts. NMA emphasizes the cultivation of students' practical and innovative
abilities, by setting up rich and colorful topical workshops and major-relevant studios.
It features the Experimental and Academic Centre, with complete facilities, and many
practical and academic bases off campus.
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International Cultural Communication Dept. (ICC)

The Dept. of International Cultural Communication was established in 2012. In
China, ICC is the first department that aims to cultivate the compound talents of
students who have thorough comprehension and knowledge of Chinese and Western
literature and the arts, taking Xiqu Arts as the main feature. These students possess an
understanding of cross-cultural communication, management, and administration. The
Dept. of ICC now offers Bachelor's degrees in International Cultural Communication
and Master's degrees in International Cultural Communication and Management. Now,
ICC has established collaborations with Oriental Performing Arts Group Co., Ltd;
China Arts and Entertainment Group (CAEG) Co., Ltd, and Beijing Performance and
The Arts Group Co., Ltd. We also cultivate students with overseas universities and
academies through joint-programs.



